
MILLS RIVER PARTNERSHIP

LIVE STAKING: A GUIDE 

What Is It?

Cuttings from trees  planted
into the stream bank to
stabilize soil structure

Sourcing

Stem cuttings are taken from
dormant trees. They can be harvested

on your own property or purchased
cheaply at a local nursery 

Live stakes will eventually grow into new trees, establish a
root network in the stream banks and help prevent further

soil loss.

 https://extension.psu.edu/live-staking-for-stream-restoration 



How To:
Live Staking 101

To harvest , cut branches that
are roughly 1/2 to 1 & 1/2 inches
in diameter in 2-3 foot lengths.

Cut  at an angle.

Best to plant fresh. Cut in
dormant season. Keep in
bucket of water or near

water source if not planting
right away. 

Starting at river’s edge,
plant 3 ft apart. Stagger the

second row to create a
triangular formation. Do not
plant more than 4 to 6 feet

away from the river to
ensure access to moisture. 

Plant at a 90 degree angle with at
least half and up to 2/3 in the soil.
Ensure proper orientation; nodes

should be facing up.

Photo from Foggy Mountain Nursery



LIVE STAKING VARIETY 
EXAMPLES


